
 

 

Forming Christ centred pilgrims of hope  
with kind hearts, questioning minds,  

a thirst for knowledge  
and a hunger for justice. 

Friday, 11 September 2026 
 
Dear Parent(s), carer(s) and students, 
 
Welcome back to my fortnightly letters and updates. I do hope that you are all well and have settled back into 
the routine of school life once again after the summer. What with uniforms to wash and iron, packed lunches 
to make or lunch accounts to top up, and the early rises to battle with I am sure this past week or so has taken 
some getting used to again. 
 
I have been so pleased with the way our students have returned to school, despite the challenges of returning 
to the routine of school life after their break and it was a pleasure to welcome each and every one of them in 
assemblies last Thursday and Friday. 
 
This new term we continue in the liturgical calendar 
period of ordinary time and our virtues and values for 
this half term are compassionate and loving calling 
each of us to be even more kind-hearted in how we 
treat others, with the warmth, respect, kindness, 
patience and intentional care we show each other. 
 
These values align perfectly with our Emmaus Mission 
of Forming Christ centred pilgrims of hope  
with kind hearts and our school mission to live in Christ. 
 
The snapshot of the graphic below reflects our Christ centred vision at Hagley and across Emmaus MAC, and 
you can see a full copy attached to the email that this letter came with. 

 

Autumn Term 1 Virtue and Value

Compassionate & Loving

What does this look like?

Students will show kind hearts by treating others with
compassion, respect, and intentional care.

• Notice when someone needs help and respond with
practical kindness.

• Include others in games, group work, and friendships.
• Speak politely and act with patience, empathy, and

generosity.

Emmaus Mission: Kind hearts

Involved in charitable work

Engagement with others

Demonstrate kindness

Helpful to others

COMPASSIONATE AND
LOVING



 
 
 

The story of The Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25–37)  perfectly reflects our call to act with kind hearts. Jesus tells 
of a Samaritan who cares for a wounded stranger when others pass by. Compassion overrides fear, prejudice, 
and inconvenience.  

Why this fits the vision: 
o Kindness is shown through practical, sacrificial action 
o Love crosses boundaries of race, religion, and status 
o Jesus defines neighbourly love as active mercy 

In living in Christ our mission calls us all. 

Students will show kind hearts by treating others with compassion, respect, and intentional care. 
• Notice when someone needs help and respond with practical kindness. 
• Include others in games, group work, and friendships. 
• Speak politely and act with patience, empathy, and generosity. 

Staff will show kind hearts by building relationships rooted in compassion, dignity, and intentional care. 
• Respond to students and families with patience, empathy, and respect. 
• Create a welcoming environment where everyone feels known, safe, and valued. 
• Notice individual needs and act promptly with practical support and kindness. 

Parents and carers are encouraged to show kind hearts by building loving relationships marked by compassion, 
patience, and care. 
• Speak to their children and others with warmth, respect, and understanding. 
• Work in partnership with school staff to support wellbeing and belonging. 
• Show practical kindness within the family and wider community. 

 
Thank you for sharing in this Vision and supporting us as God’s family in living out our Mission. 
 
Please also note that this Sunday is Education Sunday.  
 
Education Sunday is a special opportunity for us to 
give thanks for the gift of Catholic education and for 
all those who make our school community such a 
joyful and hopeful place to learn and grow. As one 
of the oldest Days of Special Prayer in the Church’s 
calendar in England and Wales, it invites us to pray 
for our students, families, teachers, support staff, 
governors, parish communities and all those who 
serve young people through education. This year’s 
Gospel reminds us of Jesus’ call to forgive 
generously, “not seven times, but seventy times 
seven”, and this speaks beautifully to the kind of 
community we are striving to build at Hagley: one 
rooted in compassion, reconciliation, patience and 
love. As we begin this new academic year, we ask 
God to bless all who learn, teach, lead and support 
within our school, and to help us continue forming 
Christ-centred pilgrims of hope with kind hearts. 
Please do make every effort to attend Holy Mass in 
your local parishes and support the work of the 
Church and pray for everyone in education at the 
start of this new year. 



 
 
 

Year 7 Update  
Our new Year 7, the Class of 2031, have made such an impressive start to life here at Hagley. They have been 
fabulous around school, keen and enthusiastic to get it right, find their classrooms and be their best.  
 
Further to my communication with parents and carers last week it has been great to see so many Year 7s get 
involved in our enrichment offer and extra-curricular activities, with trampolining and football starting this 
week. We look forward to starting their competitive journey next week.  
 
At line-up last Friday we launched the first of our Praise and Rewards with the Weekly Tutor Group House 
Point challenge which was won by Wulstan. This morning, we announced our 2nd week's winner and also 
started with our Form Tutors Stars of the Week! 
 
There are lots of exciting things planned for Year 7 in the coming weeks and I am sure they will continue to 
impress and demonstrate that they are well on their way to becoming Hagley POWERful learners. 
L Imrie (Head of Year 7) 
 
Year 8 
Year 8 have had a fabulous start to the new school year collecting over 1000 positive points between them. 
8G also enjoyed their first ever Gregory House Mass with the rest of the Gregory forms in the school and loved 
being part of a service that wasn't just with their own year group.  They are now looking forward to Mass as a 
year group next Tuesday and Anselm have been practising their readings and prayers in order to prepare for 
it. We ended the week with 'freddo Friday' where several of the year group were rewarded with 10 Head of 
Year house points and some chocolate for their exceptional work in lessons this week. 
S Bunn (Head of Year 8) 
 
Year 9 
Year 9 have returned after the summer with a very positive 
attitude. Overall, they are rising well to the challenge of 
ensuring that their uniform meets expectations and that 
mobile phones remain switched off and stored in their bags 
throughout the school day. This year, a key focus will be on 
arriving to lessons punctually and engaging positively in all 
learning opportunities. 

I have spent time visiting lessons and have been delighted by 
the excellent work already being produced. In particular, I have 
seen some outstanding examples of work in Maths, Computing 
and Art, which reflect the positive start that Year 9 have made 
to the academic year. In Maths, students were confidently 
applying their understanding of long division with decimals, 
demonstrating resilience and accuracy in their calculations.  

In Computing, students were developing their programming 
skills, showing excellent problem-solving and logical thinking.  

In Art, students were beginning to explore 
how food can be represented through 
pictures and creative imagery, producing 
imaginative work that demonstrated both 
creativity and attention to detail. These 
examples highlight the positive attitudes 
to learning that Year 9 are bringing into 
the new academic year. Mrs Palmer (Head of Year 9) 



 
 
 

 
Year 10  
It has been fantastic to see our Year 10 students make such a positive start to their GCSE courses this week. 
They have approached their lessons with enthusiasm, maturity and a real commitment to their learning. Staff 
have been impressed by the positive attitudes and excellent effort shown across their subjects. 
 
Starting GCSE courses is an exciting and important step, and our Year 10s have already shown that they are 
ready to rise to the challenge. It has been wonderful to visit them in new and existing subjects alike, seeing 
how they are stepping up to the new challenges that face them. I am sure the hard work, positive attitude and 
commitment they have demonstrated this week will continue over the coming weeks and months. Well done, 
Year 10, on such a fantastic start!  
 
Next week will see the launch of our Reading Champions, Miss Haigh (Whole School Literacy Lead) and I have 
had the very challenging task of whittling down the huge number of applications to our first group of Reading 
Champions. Students will undertake their training and meet their assigned Year 7 over the next two weeks. 
It’s wonderful to see so many Year 10 students keen to embrace leadership opportunities.  
R Winters (Head of Year 10) 
 
Sixth Form 
I am delighted to introduce myself as Mrs E Morgan, the new Head of Sixth Form at Hagley Catholic High 
School. It has been a real privilege to begin the year by getting to know our students and seeing the warmth, 
ambition and sense of community that make Hagley Sixth Form such a special place. We are especially pleased 
to have welcomed our largest Year 12 cohort for many years, and it has been wonderful to see them settling 
so confidently into their new A level and Level 3 subjects. Alongside their studies, they have embraced a wide 
range of enrichment opportunities, including the Extended Project Qualification, Duke of Edinburgh Award, 
public speaking and debating, and work experience. On Tuesday 8th September, Year 12 also welcomed 
Elevate for a tailored study skills session, helping them to develop practical strategies for effective study, 
organisation and time management. Next week, they will continue to build confidence, teamwork and 
communication skills during their visit to the Challenge Academy at Baggeridge Country Park. Our Year 13 
students have also returned with maturity, enthusiasm and real purpose, and we are very proud of the positive 
example they are setting. They are currently working hard on their personal statements as they prepare for 
the UCAS deadlines in October for early entry and January for other applications, with the close support of 
their tutors and specialist subject staff. I am very much looking forward to working with students, parents and 
carers over the year ahead as we support every young person to flourish, aim high and make the most of all 
that Sixth Form life has to offer. E Morgan (Head of 6th Form) 
 
Key Sixth Form Dates:  
Y12 Baggeridge Challenge Academy Trip - Tuesday 15th September 2026 
Post 16 Pathways Event (Y11 students and parents) - Wednesday 30th September 2026  
Post 16 Parental Meetings Y11 - TBC  
Hagley Sixth Form Open Evening - Wednesday 21st October 2026 
 
Introducing The Voice – Your Opportunity to Make a Difference!  
We are delighted to be launching The Voice at Hagley next week! The 
Voice is Hagley’s very own version of a student council, giving our 
students the opportunity to have their say, take on responsibility and 
play an active role in making our school an even better place. We are 
particularly excited to introduce this opportunity to our Year 7 
students during their assembly on Tuesday. We would really 
encourage parents and carers to talk to your child about The Voice 
and encourage them to listen carefully during the assembly to find 
out more about how they can get involved.  



 
 
 

 
Have your say. Make a difference. Be The Voice.  
 
The Voice is a fantastic opportunity for students to develop their leadership skills while actively exploring and 
putting into practice some of the key values that underpin life at Hagley:  
DEMOCRACY – having a voice and helping to shape decisions  
TOLERANCE & MUTUAL RESPECT – listening to and valuing different opinions and perspectives  
INDIVIDUAL LIBERTY – having the confidence to express ideas and make positive choices  
RULE OF LAW – understanding the importance of fairness, responsibility and shared expectations  
 
The aim of The Voice is simple: to enable YOU to make a positive difference to the daily running of our school.  
Whether your child has lots of ideas, enjoys representing others, is passionate about making changes, or simply 
wants to develop their confidence and leadership skills, The Voice could be an exciting opportunity for them.  
We are looking forward to sharing more information with our Year 7 students on Tuesday and seeing the 
enthusiasm, ideas and energy they bring to this new opportunity.  
So, Year 7 – listen carefully, get involved and make your voice heard!   
We can't wait to see The Voice in action.  
Mrs O’Loughlin   
 
Arbor Parent Portal 
At the start of this school year, please take the opportunity to 
check the data we have recorded for yourselves and your 
child. It is important that we have the most up-to-date 
information for our families to support us in safeguarding your 
children and communicating with you appropriately. 
  
If any personal details have changed, such as home addresses, contact telephone numbers, emergency 
contacts, or your child's mode of transport to school, these can be updated via your login to the Arbor Parent 
Portal or Arbor App.  
  
Please note: Any changes that you make via your Arbor parent login do not appear instantly; they will be 
reviewed online by one of our school administrators and then confirmed. This may take 24 to 48 hours. 
  
If you have never logged into the Arbor Parent Portal or require any support, please refer to the guide linked 
below in the first instance, or contact the main school office.  A quick introduction to Arbor for parents/carers 
 
Free School Meals 

Thank you to all those families who received Free School Meals support 
during the 2025/26 school year and have already submitted a formal 
recheck of your current household circumstances to check your entitlement 
for the 2026/27 academic year. 
  
If this has NOT been done already. and your child has previously claimed 
Free School Meals at Hagley, please ensure that this is completed for all 
students in your family. This can be done quickly and securely through the 
Worcestershire County Council Portal Home. All you need is your Date of 
Birth and National Insurance number.  

  
We will be following up with families where this information remains incomplete to offer support and expedite 
the process. All student eligibility MUST be finalised by 17th September 2026. 
  
If your circumstances have changed, and you believe that you are no longer eligible please advise the school 
via enquiry_hchs@emmausmac.com 
  

https://support.arbor-education.com/hc/en-us/articles/212097029-A-quick-introduction-to-Arbor-for-guardians-and-parents#h_01HAPC98YQ1TTYE4TB8KE63S9J
https://eyesportal.worcestershire.gov.uk/web/portal/pages/home?_gl=1*s3offm*_ga*MTYzMTIwNzgwLjE3ODgxODgwNTc.*_ga_RSBCTX039R*czE3ODg4NzE1NjckbzUkZzAkdDE3ODg4NzE1NjckajYwJGwwJGgw
mailto:enquiry_hchs@emmausmac.com


 
 
 

Every child whose family receives Universal Credit is now legally entitled to free school meals, regardless of 
your household income. If you receive Universal Credit, please consider making an application for your child. 
Registering could save your family around £500 per child per year (if a child were to access the school canteen 
and have a meal each lunchtime, this is the potential saving that could be made). 
 
Update from Student Services and First Aid 

Following updated guidance in relation to Benedict's Law, we are 
reviewing and updating our records for all students with allergies.  
 
If your child has any new allergies or changes to an existing allergy, 
please complete a Food Safety Management Form (included with this 
letter) and provide any relevant supporting information, including 
Allergy Action Plans, where applicable. It is essential that the school 
holds accurate and up-to-date medical information to ensure we can 
support your child safely and effectively. 
 
In addition, Flu Vaccinations will take place in school on 16/11/2026. 
Please look out for an email from Vaccination UK regarding consent for 
this vaccination. It is important that you complete the form and respond, 
whether you are giving consent or non-consent. 

 
Thank you for your cooperation in helping us maintain accurate medical records and support the health and 
wellbeing of all students. 
Mrs Wren (Student Services Manager) 
 
Parent Governor Vacancies 
We have vacancies for Foundation and Parent Governors on the Hagley 
Local Governing Body. More specific information will come out to all 
parents/carers about this next week but if anyone is interested and would 
like to discuss the role they are very welcome to contact me for a chat. 
J Hodgson (Principal) 
 
Emeryl Tutoring 

If you are looking for 
tutoring for your child, or know someone who is, I can 
highly recommend Emeryl Tutoring run by our former 
Head Boy Sebin Jose.  
 
Many of the tutors are Hagley Alumni with grades in the 
top 5% nationally at GCSE and A Level. 
 
They really are worth seeking out and have supported 
many of our past and current students. 
 
You can follow them on Instagram at @emeryltutoring, 
look them up online at 
https://www.emeryltutoring.com/ or contact them by 
email at emeryltutoring@gmail.com. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

https://www.instagram.com/emeryltutoring/
https://www.emeryltutoring.com/
mailto:emeryltutoring@gmail.com


 
 
 

Open Morning 2026 
On Saturday 3rd October 2026 we will be 
hosting our annual Open Morning from 
9am to 12pm for admissions in 2027 and 
2028. 
 
Information has already gone out to all our 
feeder primaries and other local Catholic 
Schools, but we are open and inclusive and 
children from all schools, faiths and 
backgrounds are welcome here. 
 
Please do share the details of our Open 
Morning. A tour and talk from the Principal 
can be made on the school website or by 
clicking on this image, with bookings open 
from Sunday.  
 
Praise, Recognition and Reward 
It’s been an amazing first week and a bit back and students are already demonstrating their positivity, work, 
attributes and commitment in class and their kind hearts and compassion around school with lots of House 
Points awarded in recognition of this.  
 
There are big plans for the year ahead with new House events and competitions to be launched very soon with 
lots to play for to be crowned this Years’ House Champions. 
 
However, it’s Kenelm House who are our early leaders. 
 

 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/hagley-catholic-high-school-open-morning-saturday-3rd-october-2026-tickets-2000017011721?aff=oddtdtcreator


 
 
 

Enrichment and Extra-curricular 
Our Enrichment and Extra-curricular timetable for 
the Autumn Term has been released with clubs, 
groups and opportunities up and running from 
Monday. You can see our comprehensive offer at 
the end of this letter. Please do encourage your 
child to get involved with the activities available 
and find time for enrichment beyond the 
classroom. 
 
While we have also shared this previously, I felt it 
was also a good time to reshare our Trips and Visits 
Schedule for the year ahead too. 
 
We really are trying to offer something for 
everyone and hope to find even more 
opportunities as they come up throughout the 
year. 
 
A reminder that as trips and visits are launched all 
payments are made through Arbor. 
N Mouzer (Asst Principal: Personal Development) 
 

 
Thank you for taking the time to read this week’s letter and supporting us in a smooth start to the new school 
year.  
 
Have a lovely weekend and as ever my letter is sent with every prayer and blessing for you and your families. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
J Hodgson  

 
J Hodgson 
Principal  
  
Key dates for Autumn 1 2026 
15.09.26 - Y12 Challenge Academy Trip 
23.09.26 - Awards Evening 25/26 
30.09.26 - Y11 Post 16 Pathways Evening for parents/carers and student in the Hall from 7.00 - 7.45pm 
01.10.26 - Year 7 Meet the Form Tutor Evening in the Hall 
02.10.26 - INSET Day 3 for staff 
03.10.26 - Open Morning 9 - 12pm 
13.10.26 - One Life Retreat Year 7 only 
14.10.26 - Hagley Family Mass 6pm in the Hall 
21.10.26 - Sixth Form Open Evening 
23.10.26 - Break up for October half term 
 
 



 
 
 

  

Extra-curricular Lunchtime Clubs: Autumn 2026 

 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 

Monday 

Volleyball  (Sportshall  SRI) 
Drum Club (C1) 

Orchestra C2 
Dance (Theatre) 

Chaplaincy Team (Chapel) 

Volleyball (Sportshall SRI) 
Cyber First Girls competition 

(IF4) 
Drum Club (C1) 
Orchestra (C2) 

Volleyball (Sportshall SRI) 
Drum Club (C1) 

Orchestra C2 

Volleyball (Sportshall SRI) 
Drum Club (C1) 
Orchestra (C2) 

Volleyball (Sportshall SRI) 
Drum Club (C1) 
Orchestra (C2) 

Tuesday 
Badminton (Sportshall SCO) 
Warhammer Club (L1 MRB) 

Vocal Group (C1) 

Badminton (Sportshall SCO) 
Cyber First Girls competition 

(IF4) 
Chaplaincy Team  (Chapel) 
Warhammer Club (L1 MRB) 

Vocal Group (C1) 

Badminton (Sportshall SCO) 
Warhammer Club (L1 MRB) 

Vocal Group (C1) 

Badminton (Sportshall SCO) 
Warhammer Club (L1 MRB) 

Vocal Group (C1) 

Badminton (Sportshall SCO) 
KS4 and KS5 Dance  (Theatre) 
Warhammer Club (L1 MRB) 

Vocal Group (C1) 

 
Wednesday 

 

Irish Band (C1) 
 
 
 
 

Girls Netball  
(Sportshall MDE & NPE) 

Cyber First Girls competition 
(IF4) 

Irish Band (C1) 
Dance (Theatre) 

Chaplaincy Team  (Chapel) 
Girls Netball  

(Sportshall MDE & NPE) 
Irish Band (C1) 

Girls Netball  
(Sportshall MDE & NPE) 

 
Irish Band (C1) 

Girls Netball  
(Sportshall MDE & NPE) 

 
Irish Band (C1) 

Thursday 

Keyboard Group (C1) 
Beginner Guitar (C2) 

Trampolining (Gym NPE) 
Warhammer Club (L1 MRB) 

Boys Basketball (Sportshall SCO 
& OOW) 

Trampolining (Gym NPE) 
Warhammer Club (L1 MRB) 

Keyboard Group (C1) 
Beginner Guitar (C2) 

Boys Basketball (Sportshall SCO 
& OOW) 

Trampolining (Gym NPE) 
Warhammer Club (L1 MRB) 

Keyboard Group (C1) 
Beginner Guitar (C2) 

Boys Basketball (Sportshall SCO 
& OOW) 

Trampolining (Gym NPE) 
Warhammer Club (L1 MRB 

Keyboard Group (C1) 
Beginner Guitar (C2) 

Boys Basketball (Sportshall SCO 
& OOW) 

Trampolining (Gym NPE) 
Warhammer Club (L1 MRB 

Keyboard Group (C1) 
Beginner Guitar (C2) 

Friday 

Girls Netball (Sportshall NPE) 
Table Tennis (Gym SCO & OOW) 

Textiles Club (L1 MRB/DGO) 
Guitar Group (C2) 

Table Tennis (Gym SCO & OOW) 
Textiles Club (L1 MRB/DGO) 

Guitar Group (C2) 

Table Tennis (Gym SCO & OOW) 
Textiles Club (L1 MRB/DGO) 

Guitar Group (C2) 
Dance club (Theatre) 

Table Tennis (Gym SCO & OOW) 
Textiles Club (L1 MRB/DGO) 

Guitar Group (C2) 
Chaplaincy Team (Chapel) 

 

Table Tennis (Gym SCO & 
OOW) 

Textiles Club (L1 MRB/DGO) 
Guitar Group (C2) 



 
 
 

 

Weekly Rehearsal: 8.30am on a Tuesday for the Hagley Singers and the Mass Band in C1 

Afterschool Clubs & Fixtures: Autumn 2026 

 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 

Monday 

Volleyball Club 

(Sports hall: 3.30pm-4.30pm) 

(Stourbridge VC coach) 

Year 7 Band (C1 3.25 to 4.15) 

Volleyball Club 

(Sports hall: 3.30pm-4.30pm) 

(Stourbridge VC coach) 

Volleyball Club 

(Sports hall: 3.30pm-4.30pm) 

(Stourbridge VC coach) 

Chaplaincy Team – Chapel / Eco 
Garden 

Volleyball Club 

(Sports hall: 3.30pm-4.30pm) 

(Stourbridge VC coach) 

Chaplaincy Team – Chapel / Eco 
Garden 

Volleyball Club 

(Sports hall: 3.30pm-4.30pm) 
(Stourbridge VC coach) 

Chaplaincy Team – Chapel / 
Eco Garden 

Tuesday 

Football Training & Matches 

(Field SCO & OOW) 

Warhammer Club L1 MRB 

Football Training 

(Field SCO & OOW) 

Warhammer Club L1 MRB 

Warhammer Club L1 MRB Warhammer Club L1 MRB Warhammer Club L1 MRB 

 

Wednesday 

 

Trampolining Club 

(Gym 3.30pm-4.30pm NPE) 

Production rehearsal (Theatre) 

Chaplaincy Team  
(Chapel / Eco Garden) 

Trampolining Club 

(Gym 3.30pm-4.30pm NPE) 

Production rehearsal (Theatre) 

Chaplaincy Team   
(Chapel / Eco Garden) 

Trampolining Club 

(Gym 3.30pm-4.30pm NPE) 

 

Production rehearsal (Theatre) 

 

Trampolining Club 

(Gym 3.30pm-4.30pm NPE) 

 

Production rehearsal (Theatre) 

 

Trampolining Club 

(Gym 3.30pm-4.30pm NPE) 

 

Production rehearsal (Theatre) 

 

Thursday Warhammer Club (L1 MRB) 

Football Matches (Field SRI) 

 

Warhammer Club (L1 MRB) 

Soul Band (C2) 

 

Warhammer Club (L1 MRB) 

Soul Band (C2) 

 

Warhammer Club (L1 MRB) 

Soul Band (C2) 

 

Warhammer Club (L1 MRB) 

Friday 

Textiles Club  
(L1 MRB/SF/DGO) 

 

Textiles Club  
(L1 MRB/SF/DGO) 

 

Textiles Club  
(L1 MRB/SF/DGO) 

 

Textiles Club  
(L1 MRB/SF/DGO) 

 

Textiles Club  
(L1 MRB/SF/DGO) 

 


